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ICNC Minutes 27th June 2012
In attendence:
Mike Sherriff 


Voluntary Action Islington (Chair)
Denise Ward 


Children and Young People’s Voluntary Sector Forum

Anita Grant


Islington Play Association

Mark Brennan


Homelessness Network

Rahel Geffen


Islington Disability Network 
Chris Taylor

 
Voluntary Action Islington (Minutes)
Apologies:
Ruth Hayes 


Advice Network

Rob Hamilton 


Older People’s Network

Katy Fattuhi


Creative Islington
Dan Jarvis


Sport Islington
1. Previous minutes and matters arising

It was confirmed that there is a three month deadline for the return of membership forms.

The Communities Review Committee recommendations were passed round. Members wanted to know if and how the concerns expressed at the last ICN meeting were considered by the Review Committee. It was felt that the Community Review Recommendations have had no impact on practice
Action: MS to liaise with Partnership Team regarding ICN concerns.

Action: DM/RH to liaise and circulate the mapping exercise on benefit caps.

It was reported that DM, DW and KF have met to discuss developing work placements within the voluntary sector and are continuiing to work on the project.

The marginalisation of the voluntary sector (VS) with regard to council engagement with business was raised.  For instance, VS groups are not invited to council meetings with businesses regarding work placements etc.

Action: AG to draft a message to Liela Kogbara in Corporate Services indicating the potential of the VS to help with employment issues.

Action: DM/CT to add feedback to Lesley Seary as an agenda item for ICN. 
Action: DW to put RG in touch with Holly Toft regarding joining the Community & Stakeholders sub-group.
Action: CT to circulate the dates of this years ICN meetings.

2. ICN – Council round table meetings
Members were advised that Islington council is arranging thematic round-table discussions with the VS. There are to be three or four a year. The first will have a housing theme. It became apparent that invitations to the first meeting have been selective.

Action: any body interested in attending the housing meeting and not invited to contact DM.

Action: ICN members to suggest themes for future discussions.

Action: MS to tell the council that the outcome of these meetings will be on the agenda of ICN meetings and that ICN will be putting forward relevant attendees.

3. VCS Conference – discussion and working group

It was agreed that the displacement of VS groups as a result of council commissioning strategy will be a theme of the conference, with TUPE regulations considered under that theme.  
Action: DM to invite a council officer from another borough to talk to ICN about commissioning strategy with a view to a similar talk at the conference.

It was proposed that DW will join the conference working group temporarily 

Action: DM to ask KF to join. ICN members wishing to join to contact DM.
4. Forums feedback 

Action: DM to email Community Chest representatives to ensure feedback for next meeting.

BM – Those involved in winding down the Occupy protest in Finsbury Park, to which many homeless people had been drawn are to be commended. Islington’s allocations policy has been reviewed. Work is being done to ensure homelessness is a key theme in the JSNA. There is a collaboration with Islington LINk on mental health.

RG – DAI held a successful meeting on the personal independence allowance - the replacement for DLA. An event to lobby MPs in partnership with Transport for All turned into sit-in protest which featured on Channel 4 News.

AG – A two year campaign headed by IPA has persuaded the council to hold adventure playground land in trust to protect it for future generations. The council has indicated that it may take over management of all adventure playgrounds in the future.
DW – There has been greater involvement in the CYP Forum. It currently has good avenues of feedback to the council. The Executive has been looking at the Impact of commissioning. There is to be a new Support Services contract to run all CYP services in the borough.

5. AOB
6. Date of next meeting:

5th September 2012, 10-12am, Voluntary Action Islington.
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